
ASSEMBLING YOUR CAKE

1Insert dowels 
into the cake, 

positioned evenly 
spaced in the 
shape of a square. 
Push them down 
firmly to the  
cakeboard.

USING DOWELS

Please refer to the leaflet that comes with your cake for guidance on transporting, storing and handling the tiers.  
Our illustrative guides will help you build your cake for your big day. Order dowels, pillars and polystyrene blocks on  

the order form at the back of this brochure. (Many cakes come with dowels; see individual cake descriptions†.)  
For instructive videos on handling and building your cake, visit marksandspencer.tv/cake

4Carefully  
place the  

next tier on top  
of the pillars, 
ensuring the join  
in the ribbon trim  
is at the back  
of the cake.

1Insert dowels into the cake,  
positioned evenly spaced in  

the shape of a square. Push them  
down firmly to the cakeboard.

3Remove pillars 
and dowels, use 

a knife to score the 
marks, then snap to 
size. Put dowels in 
cake and slot pillars 
over them to leave  
a level surface. 

5Repeat these 
instructions with 

remaining tiers, using 
dowels positioned in 
the shape of a triangle. 

2Slot the pillars onto 
the dowels, then 

mark on the dowels  
the point where they  
hit the top of the pillar. 

2Mark on the dowels  
the point where they  

hit the top of the cake.

3Remove dowels, 
use a knife to 

score the marks, 
then snap to size. 
Put dowels back in 
the cake, ensuring 
surface is level.

4Carefully place 
the next tier  

on top of your  
base, ensuring the 
join in the ribbon  
trim is at the  
back of the cake.

5Repeat these instructions with 
remaining tiers, using dowels 

positioned in the shape of a triangle.

1Feed the dowels through the 
polystyrene block, evenly spaced 

in the shape of a square. Centre the 
block on the cake and push dowels 
down to the cakeboard.

2Use a pencil  
to mark on  

the dowels the  
point where they  
meet the top of the 
polystyrene block. 

3Remove the block and dowels. Take  
the dowels out of the block, use a knife 

to score the marks, then snap to size. 
Slide the dowels back into the block and 
reposition on the cake for a level surface.

4Carefully place the 
next tier on top of 

the block, ensuring  
the join in the ribbon  
is at the back.

5Repeat these instructions with  
remaining tiers, using dowels  

positioned in the shape of a triangle.

USING PILLARS USING BLOCKS
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